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casualty claims fol-
lowing clashes in the
disputed region of

EVENTS:

Karabakh conflict Ilham Aliyev announced in Khanlar on Nagorno-Karabakh ASA Events
March 4. The March 1 incidents led to unprecedented heighten- ©N ~ Tuesday.
ing of tension of inner political situation in Armenia. On the bor- Baku said[e  AllASA Games: May 24-26th,
ders of the Republic of Nagormo Karabakh the military-political 12 Armenian and UCSB campus.
four Azeri soldiers

situation is also tensioned.

Independent of the nationality the initiators that in-
creased the tension serve one purpose —the common purpose to
return Nagorno Karabakh to Azerbaijan.

were Killed, accusing
Yerevan of provoking
the shootout. A

spokesman for pro-

Woodbury ASA Culture Fair:
Sunday April 6th, Woodbury Uni-
versity Campus.
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rity. L Ny e k4 N :
Turkish Public TV re- ,:.,_, I\\ L P was heavier than most of
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sponded immediately llham's \r * \ |:J " IRAN the skirmishes that often
announcement saying, "Being “-l LY RN - — break out along a cease-
- - LINE OF CONTACT fire line that was agreed in

in Khanlar town llham Aliyev
mentioned that Nagorno Karabakh conflict should be settled in
the framework of Azerbaijan's territorial integrity. He said that
Azerbaijan's territorial integrity is recognized by the whole world,
and they will not allow separating Nagorno Karabakh from Azer-
baijan. Reminding of the available countries that are concerned
over the strengthening of Azerbaijani military forces Aliyev under-
lined that the negotiation process continues for the present but
they will restore Azerbaijan's territorial integrity at any price".

KARABAKH CASUALTY TOLL
DISPUTED

BY: BBC NEWS

1994.

On Tuesday, Azeri authorities told the BBC that
Armenia had provoked the clashes to divert attention

from its domestic problems.

clashes with police in the

Eight people died during
Armenian capital Yerevan on

Saturday, after disputed elections in February. Armenia
and Azerbaijan still technically remain at war with each
other.Earlier this week, Azerbaijan's President [lham Ali-
yev said Baku was ready to re-take the region by force,
and had been buying the military hardware and ammuni-

tion to do so.

Some 30,000 people were killed and more than
one million fled their homes during several years of fight-

ing.
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“The word 'politics' is derived
: from the word 'poly', meaning
'many', and the word 'ticks',

meaning 'blood sucking para-

. sites.”

- “Reading is to the mind what ex-

: ercise is to the body. «

- “Turns out if you never lie, there's

: always someone mad at you. “

* “When people are free to do as
: they please, they usually imitate

: each other. “

- “When I do good, I feel good;

when I do bad, I feel bad, and that

. is my religion.”

. “Never refuse any advance of

: friendship, for if nine out of ten

* bring you nothing, one alone may :

repay you.

Www.quotationspage.com
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REALISM VS. IDEALISM

BY: DAVIT SAAKYAN

The difference between realism and ideal-
ism in the Armenian political forum in our huge but
divided Diaspora is separating from what needs to
be done to improve Armenia’s future in the world
stage, rather than dragging us to our unfortunate
past. Certain Armenian political parties tend to fo-
cus on the past rather than the future. Relying on
past events during a time with “uncivil” political
standards and social misfortunes to regulate pre-
sent political situations is not realistic, but on the
contrary idealistic. The two main topics that are
weakening the Armenian political power and respect in the international community is
the constant demand of the recognition of the Armenian genocide which took the lives
of an estimated 1.5 million Armenians from 1915 to 1923 and also the restoration of
Western Armenia to the current Republic of Armenia.

The Armenian Genocide:

In the present political climate, the discussion and possible recognition of a
human-rights violation which occurred prior to the establishment of the word
“genocide” in the First World War by the Republic of Turkey and its vital political ally,
the United States, has grown to be an obvious misfortune to Armenian lobbyists in
Washington D.C. and human-right activists world wide. However, the realistic under-
standing of the denial by these two key nations is the understanding of geopolitics. In
this new age of “terror”, past US administrations have taken an initiative to create
military strongholds in the heart of the Middle East to secure peace and stability to
not only troops in Kuwait but also in Israel. The Republic of Turkey borders Syria, Iraq
and Iran- all comprised of the alleged “axis of evil” created by the highly intellectual
President of this fine nation. The United States publicly pays The Republic of Turkey
billions of dollars each year to have access to military and cargo bases in Eastern Tur-
key (which is currently a danger zone due Turkish and Kurdish Separatist clashes) as
a way of invading Iraq and a possible future attack on Syria and Iran (not to get to over
our heads). Armenians around the world were amazed at the House Resolution 106
which was presented by House Committee on Foreign Affairs during the later part of
2007. However Turkish President Abdullah Gil did not hesitate to send a memo to
President Bush’s fax machine threatening a political freeze in US-Turkish alliance on
the “war on terror” if the United States continued on presenting such resolutions
which would undermine the “innocence” of their nation. By presenting to you a little
geopolitical insight on how Democracy functions in the Middle East by Imperialist na-
tions, one would have to understand that as long as the United States plans on stay-
ing in the Near East for political and profitable reasons, the U.S. government needs a
vital geopolitically convenient nation like Turkey to settle its bases in. As long as Na-
tionalist Turkish politicians threaten U.S. politicians of removing U.S. bases, certain
Armenian interests groups need to create new initiatives on bettering the Armenian-
Turkish political struggle which has been going on since the establishment of the New
Turkish state in 1923 and the independence of the Republic of Armenians. Perhaps
the fight should not be within the United States but instead should be in a number of
historic discussion forums in Zurich or Brussels for example. This issue must be re-
solved between Armenians and the Turks. The United States accepting the Armenian
genocide just adds another nail to the Turkish coffin; however it does not resolve that
fact that the Turkish government and the Turkish people deny the Armenian genocide.
The final burial will not be complete until the Turkish Government and majority of its
citizens are convinced that was occurred between 1915-1923 by politicians in Con-



stantinople was indeed a genocide. This will take a long and hard process of
which both Ankara and Yerevan must undertake by opening political doors and
by creating a political center stage where both sides present each other with
vital historical data which would create a final compromise. This is the realistic
and political stance of the 21st century. Violence is not the key to creating po-
litical stability between the two neighboring nations. Many Armenians are opti-
mistic that the new-elect president Serge Sarkissian and his administration
will push for better cooperation with Ankara. The Turkish government pro-
posed a joint historical discussion with Yerevan, however current President
Robert Kocharian denied.

The Restoration of Western Armenia:

When most Armenians hear of the term “Western Armenia”, they
automatically undertake the image of Mount Ararat, Van, Sassoon, Kharpert,
Kars, Urfa and many other historical attributes of the once existing Armenian
highland. However many Armenians believe that a good portion of Eastern
Turkey will indeed one day become united with the present south-Caucasian
Republic of Armenia, creating the Armenia that Armenians had dreamt of hav-
ing for centuries. Idealistically, this is a wonderful dream. Sure, | would love to
move back to my ancestral land and visit the city of Sassoon where my ances-
tors fought and died proudly for their nation. Sure | would love to visit Lake
Van and take a quick swim with my friends while we make barbeque. | would
also love to see Ararat from the opposite side, however the aspect of realism
just comes knocking on the door of my imagination screaming to me the all of
this is a dream and that we must preserve and better what we are fortunate in
having today! Today, we have a Republic. A country is something our ancestors
fought so passionately for throughout our history. Autonomy was written on our
fists when a million Armenians took the streets of Yerevan demanding inde-
pendence from the crumbling Soviet Union. Finally, after a devastating earth-
quake in 1988 and a financially difficult war with neighboring Azerbaijan, it
just makes me love my country even more. For me, the present Republic of
Armenia is perfect for Armenians and the Armenian Diaspora. Even with cor-
ruption and the ever-growing number of Armenian citizens leaving for Moscow,
Paris or Los Angeles, | believe that we first need to strengthen our current na-
tion which is striving for modification and economic growth. Since 1997, Arme-
nia has grown economically and technologically and there is so much more
room available for our beautiful nation to grow. With a population of 3 million,
one would wonder how in Gods name we will afford to support a “New Nation”
with a 20 Million plus Kurdish population. Realistically and demographically,
Eastern Turkey has one of the most concentrations of Kurdish population in
the Middle East. About 25 million Kurds live in Eastern Turkey (or as Armeni-
ans would say Western Armenia) and currently Kurdish Separatists, also
known as the PKK are fighting for independence for the very same land that
certain Armenians belonging to a certain political party are dreaming for resto-
ration. Demographically, economically and patriotically, Armenians currently
are in no shape of supporting any new territory. How do Armenians expect to
control Western Armenia, when the current Republic of Armenia is witnessing
a population fall year by year? My opinion is that 1) We should focus on the
current Republic of Armenia and Artsakh and 2) Should make it an initiative
for Armenians from the Diaspora to create citizenship in the Republic of Arme-
nia, just like many Jews have been doing with Israel, which in the long run will
benefit the Armenian economy and reputation in the world stage. The idea of
reuniting Eastern Turkey to Western Armenia (or what was promised to Arme-
nians by the Treaty of Sevres) is not possible on any scale at the current mo-
ment. We should be happy with what we are given to us right now and not ask
for more when we can hardly finish the plate in front of us.

PAST ASA MEMBER
NEEDS YOUR SUP-
PORT!

CSUN Alumni Hermineh Galstian and
past ASA member is currently training to
run for the San Diego Marathon, all 26.2
miles, to benefit the Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society, These donations provide
aid for people with blood cancer, and
money for research for a cure. All dona-
tions (tax-deductible) are greatly appreci-
ated. Please pass this on to family and
friends!

To make donations and for more informa-
ton go to www.active.com/donate/
tntgla/hermi

Thank you for your support.

Heghineh Galstian, on behalf of my sister.

I _
Are you interested in writing
for the newsletter? Submit
your written material and

ideas at Nairi@csunasa.org




SINGLES SECTION RUSSA-HYE RECIPE

Angela Amirkhanian Pilmeni
DIRECTIONS:

Grind beef and pork twice in
meat chopper. Then add chopped
onion, salt, pepper. To make mince-
meat more tender and juicy, add a bit
|| of milk. Reserve. Mix flour with eggs
and milk, salt and oil until a soft dough
forms. Knead on floured surface until

poeerenesanasen dough is elastic. Take some dough
- INDGREDIENTS: = and make a "sausage" (1 inch in di-
. . ameter). Divide into pieces (1 inch
s 22 ¢ flour. o thick). Roll each piece into a circle
. o close to the size (a little bit larger ) of
a . o the mold holes so that it is 1/16 inch
. -1 ¢ milk or wa- o thick. Place a dough sheet on the
° ter. -1/2 ts salt. o dumplings mold, then the filling in
. ° every opening, then cover with another
o o dough sheet. After that roll the dough
Favorite Quotes: “yeghelenk, yeghoomenk, yeghelooenk”, “Oh my . -1tb Vegetable ° circle with a rolling-pin and you have a
God, are you serious?”, “uff, whatever bro” ° 6l - s two dozens of pelmeni at a time! Use
d : oil. -3 ea eggs. ° the rest of the dough that comes out
Major: Journalism/Public Relations o o from the mold to roll another circle.
: -250 g beef. : Pelmeni can be frozen to be
Interests/Hobbies: : fashion, entertainment, tabloids, celebrities, o o cooked later ( you can keep them in
the ASA, rock and trance music, Serj Tankian, passion fruit hoo- | = -250 g pork. o the freezer for a long time), or cooked
. ) . ) . o o immediately. To cook pelmeni, boil
kah, Hennessey, eating out, partying and clubbing with the girls, ° 1 . 1 ° much water, so that they cannot stick
coffee, sushi, spending lots of money, driving at high speeds, o ~1 €a onion. sa t, s to each other. Salt water. Carefully
laughing at inappropriate times, being loud, very attractive boys, | o pepper. » drop pelmeni into boiling water. Don't
. o o forget to stir them from time to time.

belly dancing and so on. tooooooooooooooao

Boil for 20 minutes. Pelmeni can be
What she looks for in guys: tall, dark, handsome, romantic, edu- served with butter, sour cream, vine-

gar or ketchup.
cated, good sense of humor, rich, good style, easy going, sponta- SUDOKU

neous, mischievous, must be able to take me out for dinner at Instructions: Fill in the grid so that every row,

least 2 times a week, must shop with me, presentable to the par- | every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1hrough 9.
ents, must read and check my millions of writing assignments,

must have sexy muscular tanned arms, must be able to tolerate 4 I
long hours of dancing, must be able to take shots of Hennessy
with me, must be older than me, must be honest (you lie, you die!), 4 5 2
must be willing to come to rock concerts with me, must have nice
eyebrows and facial hair, can’t be a mama’s boy, must be inde- 7 ‘ 6 5
pendent and must have life on track, must get along with my in-
credibly obnoxious friends and MUST treat me like a princess. ‘ 2 9

8 6 95
6 8|7
e | 5 2 79
e | | 3 6 7

i Newsletter Coordinator: Nairi Zograbyan

Coeditor: Mari Libaryan 3 2
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Steve

Disclaimer: Many articles are copied from various online news sources. The content in this newsletter does not necessarily reflect the views of the Armenian Student Association and is intended for informational use.



